CANON T3i
BASIC SETTINGS

1. CINEMA MODE.
Rotate 
MODE DIAL 
to make sure camera is in 
CINEMA MODE
.
2. MANUAL EXPOSURE
.
Hit the 
MENU 
button to set 
MOVIE EXPOSURE to 
MANUAL
.
Hit 
MENU a
gain to return to the
live monitor view.

3. WHITE BALANCE.
Ensures color of image is accurate. 
Hit the 
INFO b
utton, then 
QUICK CONTROL (Q)
button, then
UP/DOWN
buttons to select 
WHITE BALANCE
options. Leave on 
AWB (Auto White Balance)
,
or choose an option that best fits the type of lighting in your scene.
4. FRAME SIZE and FRAME RATE.
Hit the 
INFO 
button, then 
QUICK CONTROL (Q)
button, then 
UP/DOWN
buttons to select 
MOVIE
RECORD SIZE
.
Select 
1920 & 24
. This is the typical frame size (1920x1080) and frame rate (24
frames per second) for most HD videos.
5. ISO.
Adjusts camera’s sensitivity
. Hit the 
ISO 
button and use the 
MAIN DIAL
to select an ISO that’s
right for your setting. Low ISO numbers record better quality, but are bad in dark scenes. High
numbers are good in dark scenes but image quality decreases. Try to keep ISO as low as
possible.
a. For Daylight, choose 100  400.
b. For Dark/Night, choose 800  6400.

6. SHUTTER SPEED.
Adjusts the “flicker” between each frame of video. 
Rotate 
MAIN DIAL 
to adjust shutter speed. The
speed is indicated on the bottom left of the viewing screen. 
Changing shutter speed will
drastically affect the look of your film. LEAVE SHUTTER SPEED AT 
50
.
7. APERTURE.
Opens and closes the iris inside the camera to regulate amount of light that comes in. 
Tap the
SHUTTER RELEASE 
button to activate the 
LIGHT METER 
at the bottom of the viewscreen
(you’ll see a small needle appear). While holding down the 
APERTURE CONTROL (AV) 
button,
rotate the 
MAIN DIAL
to lighten or darken the image. 
Try to make the needle in the 
LIGHT
METER
land at the center arrow. 
If the needle is stuck on the far left or far right of the meter,
you may need to adjust the ISO to a more appropriate setting.
MORE INFO: 
The opening and closing of the iris is measured in “fstops”. A low fstop number
means a more open iris, which means more light is coming in. Lower fstop numbers, like 1.4, are
a prominent feature of more expensive lenses.
8. FOCUS.
Use
AUTO FOCUS
SWITCH

on lens to set focus to 
AUTO (AF)
or 
MANUAL (MF)
. If set to
MANUAL
, use the 
FOCUS RING
to adjust, then use 
MAGNIFIER
buttons to verify your subject is
in focus.
9. RECORD.
Hit the 
VIDEO RECORD 
button to roll.

